Manpower of neurologists in the post-socialist countries of Central and Eastern Europe.
Manpower of neurologists from the post-socialist countries of Central and Eastern Europe differs very much from the number of neurologists in most of the countries of Western Europe. With the enlargement of the European Union (EU), it is necessary to consider the tendencies of manpower evolution amongst the 'new' European countries to be able to consider future developments, particularly in regard to education and migration. A survey was performed to study distribution and tendencies to migrate amongst neurologists from the post-socialist countries of Central and Eastern Europe. The number of neurologists per 10,000 inhabitants varies from one country to another, but is higher in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe than in most Western European countries. There are almost no available positions for neurologists in Eastern Europe, and the majority of neurologists are keen to migrate to EU countries -- for further education and for financial reasons. The number of neurologists in the 'reforming and transition' countries is considerably higher than in the countries of the EU. Many neurologists from these countries would like to migrate to countries of the EU or USA, but the existing barriers are difficult to overcome.